Chronic schistosomiasis japonica is an independent adverse prognostic factor for survival in hepatocellular carcinoma patients who have undergone hepatic resection: clinicopathological and prognostic analysis of 198 consecutive patients.
The present study was carried out to clarify the clinicopathological features of hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) patients with chronic schistosomiasis japonica (SJ) who underwent hepatic resection. Furthermore, we also analyzed the impact of chronic SJ on survival after hepatic resection. During the last 10 years in our department, 198 patients have undergone hepatic resection for HCC. Forty-four patients were diagnosed as having chronic SJ by histological examination. Clinicopathological features and survival were retrospectively analyzed. Age in the SJ group was significantly higher than in the non-SJ group. In the SJ group, positivity to HBsAg (hepatitis B surface antigen) was significantly lower than in the non-SJ group, and patients more often developed intrahepatic cholangiocellular carcinoma (or cholangiolocellular carcinoma) than in the non-SJ group. Greatest tumor dimension in the SJ group was significantly larger than in the non-SJ group. Univariate analysis revealed that chronic SJ, prothrombin time 80% or less and Child-Pugh B, des-gamma-carboxyprothrombin (DCP) level >40 milli-arbitrary units (mAU)/ml, tumor diameter of more than 5.0 cm, multiple tumors, vascular invasion, intrahepatic metastasis, advanced T stage (T2-4), and non-curative resection were associated with significantly worse overall survival. By multivariate analysis, chronic SJ, Child-Pugh B, advanced T stage, and non-curative resection were independent predictors of the adverse overall survival of HCC patients after hepatic resection. Patients with chronic SJ were older, had larger HCC, and were more often complicated by cholangiocellular carcinoma (or cholangiolocellular carcinoma) than non-SJ patients. Chronic SJ was an independent adverse prognostic factor for survival after hepatic resection in HCC patients.